E&E 932 — Thornton Bline
Also see E&FE 933
PP U
wobert ‘Hall, was killed in the crash an' is bluri.ad at MAMERS,

on 12 mugust Bline and Deatrich walked dow the road &nd met a reconnaissance
patrol of the 106 th Cavalry. This patrol tock the evaders back to &A%k its squadron,
whence they were semt to EII Army H Q where they wers questioned for militery information.
They were then taken to I Air Force HJ and saw Capt Luria who gave them orders. They
flew to Bngland on 13 August and reported to 63 Brook St., London..
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Thornton BLINE, 2d Lt, 0-815613 - 20 missions
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il KA spogitich
BRET 0-806987 24 1t Kemneth L Houcxrod =t Him 4 ot
Go~RILOT : 0-815813 2d Lt Thornton BLINE . NARRATOR
NAVIGATOR 0-1103660 2d It Stanley B GREEN' MIA

BOMBAMDIR. ¢ GA757664 24 Lt William LICHTENSTERN < MIA
| RADIO OPTRATOR 13157962, 1T/Sgt’ LaVerns H DEATRICH . NARRATOR |
/0B TUSED GUNVER ., 15340157 T/Sgt  James E MARION o L MR o8
*RALL TUREET GUNMNMER 7 (Bxtra man ~ from 390 Bomb Group - Neither PWIS nor 1
T © .7 Maj Sedgwick ha#® ris name listed as
WAIST GUIMER Mo E 1 part of this crew). ;
uvnmm-.hvmwﬁmlz” S/Sgt Malecolm K ECKLEY EER

i Al 34663791 5/Sgt. Warren G MOGRE - MIA
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. Were you wounded?



E & E Rpt
Lt. Bline and Sgt. Deatrieh

Lt. Bline: Four burasts of flsk blew off our chin-turret, hit the P£24%

radio room, end sst our left wing afire, The—eileromrwors burmt—orrsmt—trs—
M*me Everyone wes ready when the

&ebi¥ order to bail out wes given; ‘but,after I had checked the ship to see that

a1l the crew had left,the engineer still hesitated, sfsedd—be—jump, The pilot
v in.llr

LT
SHIP CLEAR e shoved ‘the—smginser out, fhe
A

pilot and I then left the ship together.

Idalayaduwjungmdlmdednmahousa. A woman ceme up to me as goon as I
DMEDIATE  gtruck the ground. She helped me gather up my chute, and two boys then Isd ms to
o 2 22832 barn where they gave me civilian clothes end +o1d me to remin matil their
return. ALl this occcurred within ten mimtes of my lending, Since I was still
EESPERY  not sure whether I should trust my helpers, I left the barn and dug Ilvse-lf inte =
briar patch from whieh I could observe the door of the barn., That afternoon the
boys returned with food and slone, and so I erawled out to meet them, I remsined in
JOURIEY the barn that night, and the next day I was visited by two men who arranged Ahb my
e - Journey, Within a 84§ few daya Sgt-f Jeatrich joined me,
Sgtyf Deatrich: I delayed my jump about 5000 feet and landed in AlSASLAk
.an abandoned orchari, I got my chute off and ran with it into a deep, well covered
gully. As I was hiding my chute under the bank three Frenchmen came up the gully

FOUND

locking for ms. They led me to a farmhouss, fed me, and then took me to ancther gully
HELPERS

where they told me to remsin hiddem, I got into the middls of a wheat-field where T

could wateh the gully without being observed myself. IMAIAREIASAE That afternoon the
wife of the farmer 4

came out and topk me
JOUBNEY back to the house, Prom there my journey was arranged. Three days later I Jjoined Li.
ARRANGED
BEline,
. AFP., B
Ho ¥ military information.
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Lt. B:uia and Sgt, nmtfiihj p FFR
rr— App. C

Lt. Bline and Sgt, Deatrich cams down on 25.June 1944 N W of NOCENT LE ROTROU,

Lt. Bline wes picked up at once by & woman and two young men, one of whom E- 8 20 vears

old, 510" tall, well built, spoke English, and had been a University student. This young
man hid Bline in a barn for two days. On' the second day he told Bline thet the top turret

gunmer, Jame Marion, had haanl killed when his chute failed to open and that the French Rea
were burying him in NOCE(Grme). On the afternoon of the gecond day tm.) chiefs 0..*_.’ resistsnce
ceme to the barn to interview Bline and Lt. Kenneth Houghton who hed been brought into the
barn that morning, In the evening the aon of the chief of police of NUGE (11 kms IW of
Iio:gmt le Rotrou), d 16 year old boy who spake some English, took the two Americans down the
road to & rendezvous with DR, GIRAUD of NOGE.nz. Giraud took them in his Pord car to a
deaerted form which was the H Q2 of the resistance orgenization of HOGENT LE ROTROU, THE
next morning Sgt., Malcolm Zekley MARLEMAL was braught here and in the afterncon Sgt.
Jeatrich.
Sgts Jeatrich hai been found £8 outside of ST JEAN DE Lo FOREY ( 4 ¥ms ¥ of N0CE)
by three men, one of whom was ROGER SELLINGER, 22 years old, of LE GUE DE LA CHAINE( 4 kms
W of BELIEME), Orne, Thesef men took him to the farm of the oldest of the three, fed him and
hid him for the day; and t.hun ROGER BRELLINGER 4 brought him eivilian clothea end tock him
to the farm where he was staying. There jeatrion was put into an improvised room in the bam,
The next day a Joung man and woman came with .a dictionary and interrogated him, and two days
later DR, GIRAUD and his brother-in-law ( who was later captured by the Germsns who killed they
Joctor's father) arrived and took him by car to the farm whers Bline, Houghton, and Eekley
were alreddy assembled, _
The chief of- thig Teslstance group was ANDEE DUCLOS,and his second in commani was
- ROBERT TAPIFR, o dentist from NOGENT LE ROTROU, Most of the members were profeasional men
and intellectusls from HNOGENT, The four fmoricans lived here for a week, Then the Germans e

located the retreat; and so Dr, GIRAUD, his brother-in-law, end ROBERT TAPIER took the

£
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cans to another resistance camp, The chief of this untt was called ANDRE; he was
about 50 years old, 5'6" tall, fairly heavy, and w;re a small moustache, MOCHELLE , the
Prennh.hiaycla champion, was a member of this group, all the members of which were
. ex-soldiers who had escaped from Germsn prison campa. They had some of the muniticns
end arms dropped by the mission on which tﬁe preasnt evadera had been shot dowm: aseven
Garand rifles, 1000 rounds of mmmmition, a Browning futomatic Rifle, and a number of
Sten guna.

Afbbr four days here the Americins were again moved. Houghton snd Eckley were
teken out together to a farm unknown to the present evaders wl_ao ware later told that
they had been captured by the Germens in the following menner, A Prenchmen and two .
Gestspo agents dressed in the uniforms of Americen officers appeared et the farmhouse
where the two Americans werla being kept and amsked for entrance, The Frenchman sheltering
the Amsricans supposed that £B Americen troops had reasched the neighborhood and admitted
the spuricus American officers who then tock the two evaders prisoner, burned down the
house whers they had beem staying,and killed the family which had sheltered them.

Bline and Destrich were takesn ;Prcnn the second resistence unit by RBOBERT CHCUANARI,
& former lieutensnt of infantry in the Frsmch ermyf 26 years old , 6'1'' tall, 200 1bs.,
blonie) who lives in the home of LT, AVELINE(now a P/W) between NOCE and VARRIERS, It
was to this house that CHOUANARI tock the two Americans, Thers a schoolmi stress of

VERRIERES [ 26 yesrs old, married| G came for

them and took them to another resistance group near ST, COSME DE VAIR ( 10 kms &2 of
MANFRS), There they were put into the house of HENRL JAWIER who lived with his parents
one mile N of ST COSME DE VALY, Here they lived for five weeks, during which tims they

' met and were helped by the following people:

Mme. FEIER MOREAU, 200 RUE CHAMPIONNET, PARIS XVIII, sister of HEWRI JANVIER. 2H&
Mme, ODETTE TF.ESIE{I, 142 AVEWUE DES BATIGNOLLES, ST. DUEH SEINE,
ROGER BOZAGE (spelling?) whose home ig in Peris.
A wealthy women and her daughter who live in e large uhataau in the distriet of
ST COSME, This woman's husband is the owner of a large factory in Paris and was the

ring-leader of the resistence movement awcund ST. COSME, He is now a prisoner of
the Germans, !

While Bline end Deatrich were living here a P 51 crmshed in the neighborhool; the pilot,



£pp. I
Lt. Bli]:lﬂ:

#ids Box: T used the Horlicks tablets, choecolate bar, chewing gum, compass, and

sewing-kit, :
Purse: I had a red purse. ¥ used the map of France and the compass and gave the

2000 Prench francs to my helpers,
Photographat I had six photographs but had no cccasion to use them. .

Lectures: I heard lectures on evasion given at my base im—tkelU. K, They were
very helpful.

Sgt. Deatrich:

fids Box: I used the chewing gum and the razor., Immediate aid made further use
of the box unnecessary.
Purse: I forgot to take the purse on my mission,

Fhotographa: I forgot to take my photographs, i
i o=
Lecturest I heard my Group Imtellipenes—Qfficer lecture on evasion. The lectures
ware very helpful, !
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HEADQUA RIEES
NINTH AIR FORCE

APO 896, US &RMY,
13 August 1944.

' SUBTECT: Orders. ’ iLJWLEH

(P9 1 1ST LT WILLIAM A SMITH, -~ 0725095, 306th er Group.
e oND LT THORWTON HLINE, « 0815813, 100th Fi
" " P/Sgt Laverne H Deatrich¢” 13157962,100%h Figlite
g 8/Sgt Hermen P Ehrhard, . 17081672,300th Fight

ke You will proceed om or about 13 fugust 1944 from Head-
marters, Ninth Air Force to 63 Brook Street, London, Inglend, TDN
MT, mil acft or rail. 60-114 P 432-02 4 212/50425, :

Do @ommand of Major General VAWDENBERG:
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