E&E 763 — Glen H. Keirsey
: 5 July 1944

E & B RUPORT NO. 76
ESCAPE I TTALY

TARGET:; FIRST SHUITLE

Glen H KEIRSEY, S/Sgt, 3808900L RAID TO AFRICA
(10 Nissions) MIA: 17 Augast 1943
350 Bomb Squadron, 100 Bomb Group Arrived in UK:
22 June 1944

MENBERS OF CHEW: (This information checked with PA1B)

PILOT 0-729657 1st Lt Ronald W HOLLENRECK B
CO-PILOT T-50610 F/0 John L WILLIAMS 2/
NAVIGATOR 0-667465 24 Lt Harold L W:INTRAUB B/
BOMBARDIIR 0-731359 2d Lt Zeak I BUCKER, Jr B/W
RADIO OPERATOR 34290593 T/Sgt Emile A REIIHERR o BAY
TOP TURRET GUNNER 14062348 T/Sgt Rush S VINTZ B/t
BALL TURRET GUNNER 38089004 S$/8gt Glen H KEIRSEY " IARRATOR
WAIST GUNNER 20125753 8/Sgt William A ROUSE B/W
WATST GUNNER 33057029 .S/Sgt John Q PACIOTTI B/W
TAIL GUNNER 16034059  Sgt Thomas E FLOUNDERS B/W
en
Before we reached target our load of English incendieries was sebfire
by a aﬂ.b;u:, and had to be salvoed. After target number four had to be feathered
and num| three rdn away. We salvoed all the excess squipme n order to
Gﬁ:ff_ r:'"T clear the and were over ITALY at 3000 feet when the bjﬁlt-?i order vas
given. I pulled my ripcord as soon as I had cleared the ship and landed in &
Irp n‘.‘.-T cornficld on & cross-yfggds near a village, By the time I was out of my harness
there were people on ell the roads and they had started across the field,
I tried to hide, but they surrounded ne.
A scout cer drew up s four Germans got out and searched me for & pin.
CHPFORED I was then put in a truck with six Germans. Thirty wminutes later S/Bpi 10USE
was put in the truck, An Italian faptain in the cavalry cawe and claimed us.
Q‘i There was a long argument and we were finally turned over to him, Te were
G‘ERNHN&“ marched to the village with three Italain foot soldiers surrounded by the

‘we were taken to cavalry Hg. Here we Joined the tail gumer,

ptain and a2 dozen mounted soldiers, After a half hour in the loecal jail

4 colenel with & captain as interpreter, interrogated gach one of us

separataly, s asked name, rank, ASN, unit, target, tjyue of 4/C and
number of men in A/C. They were very nice and thure was no pressurs when

JINTERRO&EAT N Wwe vould not answer, They asked the tail gunner more qusstions because he was
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younger locking, but we had had a good chance to brief him. We went baclk o the
cells and a civilian kept coming in for inforietion. I told him to get out
and let me sleep, he finelly left me alone.

We were put in a truck again. In it we found the bombardisr, radio
operator, enginser and the other weist gunmer. Ve were driven to an sirficld
where we joined the .ilot, co-pilot, and navigator. The next day we tool: the
train to I TLAT and sc to R1E to be interrog.ted in a monastcry. 4ll the
enlisted men were interrcgated at once and then sent to PG 54. //Q‘I.L.E /

We were the only Awericans in this camg, n‘-’L-Fhe British were all wvery
g£o0od to us. and gave us ples of tea and biscuits. The erew was put into one
building: There were Wel'nsn in this barracks Mtiﬁeach. had a straw maltress
and one blanket. We werg here three weeks. 6110 day we were fed meceroni
and beans with a smell slice of cheese, vegetableﬂgnd 200 grams of bread,
Twice a weck we were given_a Red Cross parcel to share with ancther man,
There were plenty of books,"tlasses had been organizede There was & band,
and many debates. The warst thing was the shortage of water, Vhat walcr ve
had was cold, and 1800 men made the place pretty dusty.



of
On € 3 bor we received news/the armistice frow the RIL The i
Italian culz}li:e E’ﬁ';ﬂﬂ' ﬁrgr;ere to rema{n in camp until our troops came, .hich
would, be a matter of a few days. The next day we heard there had been a
; 4AYD Hgat “lome, and became very restless, but the guards would let no one out,
AR MIST) CE On 10 September German Paratroops took over an airfield 10 miles awaydhdues oupF
guards vanished. The RSM said there was f-od in the camp for ten days and that
leaving or staying was up to the individual, On 11 September nine of us,
with food supplies for several days, overcoats, Llankets, and a change of
clothing, cut the wires and left. Our plan was to rea.uh" the DDLm‘tainE/ and
go on to Naples through the foothills,

e walked 10 miles E that nightf and slept in a woods, The next day we

traveled down the road for 5 milesy when an Itelian sto.ped us to say that
‘== the Germans were couing up the road 5 miles away. e took off into the foot-

AE?IWSEQ hills and made camp. One of the men contacted an Ttalian who told hin that

7OL1/E”  a London broadcast said that all B/ wers to sbay in the hilre.  Poud sromy
A Kasg e De dropped to them by 4/C, A few nights later two of the party went tc town
and listened to the radio. We décided that our troops were still on the way

and traded some clothes for s=femiesyes—of bread so that we could hold ouk

til then,

Y=Soon after this BAUOGLIO told the Ttalians to feed all escaped B/V, Dogzens
people,with food jmmediately came looking for us,%)On 15 Septenber the

Germans rounded up 4O to 50 escaped prisoners in the district. After this the

fascists became active and used to lie in wait around the few drinking wells,

T=—The civilians told us o help curselves to their orchards and we Lived
.\ in the open in the woods, About 21 September food got very scarce and the
Qf&wj ,rains started. On 29 September six of the party headed south to Join the lines.
Rz ¢ — The rest of us had dysentery and were to follow 25 socon as we were able,
3 "'HDT"'RE' On 1 October, however, we contacted a farmer who promised to keep us in food,
"M HN»TI‘,’ and who said that our troops were advancing. He dyed our clothes for us, and
wo decided to stick it out., We spent our days in the bush and slept st night
in the strav tool sheds in the fields, On 10 November another German drive
rounded up 50 men who had remsined in these sheds during the daytime. On
21 November three of us were standing on the edge of a field when two Germans
eppearsd and yelled "came here" in Italian. Two of us ran and thsy fired three
times without succesa, The third remaired and was captured. We decided it
was time to push on, '
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Our shoes were in such bad shape, however, that one of the men went to
town to have them repaired and hear the news, It took a weel to have the
'shoes repeired, and while waiting he met a man who had definiite comnections
with the underground. He gave us civilian clothes anu told us we wers not
to move off, but remsin to help in the battle when the troops did got through,
We still spent our days in the open, but we now had our evening meal snd spent
the night in peasant homes on the outsikirts of the vitlage, 0On L7 Uece bor
a farmer showed us a 200:=1b Package that had been droped for us. There were
30 men to share it, and from it I got a new pair of' shoes, Z,%MUZ‘L

Somctima after Christmas T was walking dovm the mountains at sundowm

with a friend, when we ran right into the German cormandant., He said something
in Germanf, and we said good-evening in Italian, He then asked us, in Ttatian,
wnere we vere going, We said to the village. He askea where we worked ’-n#

iels whers we lived,—iw—tho—yillewes Then he asked for our
papers. We said they were in the village, He shook his head sadly, omebren ol
suddenly reached into my companions shirt pocket and took out a picture of his
wife and baby. He asked if it were his baby and on learning that it vas, told
us to be sure and carry our papers with us in the future. The only thing that
saved us was that we had picked uy more Italgdn than he had, After this
encounter we came down the mountain later of an evening and went out earlier
in the morning than had been our practice. We used a different route evsry dayl

After 1 February the Fascists and spies grew uore active and men vere
picked wp all the time, We no longer slept in the village, and we changed
sheds every night. Our underground contact was caught by a woman spy. After
that we did ouwr own cooking, The Italians gave us chiefly favi, & Lean which
was hard after four hours of boiling, and pelenta, the top layer of vhich was
made with olive o0il and garlie, Sparrows, robins, and snails fasmarted. the diet,
J'u.pﬁ ) .....‘1!,‘}

l-?.?.—fklt NET WA La I



ALLIES
TAKE
OVER_

REPORT NO, 763
Al WEWERE GATHE NI G FrnewedD,
To pass the time we read. I had a New Test t which I madw ﬁjﬁ'ﬁ?& and
another in the party had ta.kenbth; conplete w - Hof Shﬂ:s%easm 2 WT oNE
[! & nd

SE TR0 BT e Seby, O 2 E a8 /oA L e A PED,

On 1 April the Allies bowbed out the people who had been feeding us mmd the
also had to teke to the fields. Ve traveled SE for two days through the moun-
tain brush, but when we could find no hel returned. Time went by and
th;__gga&:has grew more thorough. InMay one of my companions tock sicl ond
I hecame’doctor after having been cook for a long time, On 6 June we heavrd
that ROME had been taken, sewe—gathered—our supplies—eant—meved-SE well-snto
bie-Rills., On the night of § June the last Germens left the village.
The rext worning we went down to meet the British patrol and gave their
captain our military information. Then we asked what they were going to do
with us. e were laughingly told that we had taken care of ourselves for
9 months end should be able to continue to do so until the main bedy of
troops moved in. We hung around the villapge for 3 days and then hitched a
ride to ROME where we were turned over to the proper authorities.

Compiled by Approved by
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DCROTHY A 3LITH W S HOLT
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142, AIDS BOX & PURSE: I had no use for my aids box and purse as I was captuyed

immediately. I was able to hide the purse in the cornficld
before the Italians got to me.

J. PHOTCGRAPHS: My pictures had bheen taken but never delivered to me.

4. LECTURES: I was lectured on evasion seversl tines at wy base, and found the

instructions to contact one person at & time particularly useful.

AFFRNDIZ "B"

All militery informetion was given to an operational unit in the field, which was in
a position to use it,
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SE2CRE SECRET

By suth of
HEADQU/RTERS TWELFTH AIR FORCE CG, Twelfth AF
h. F. 0. 350 18 June 1944 Z
18 June 1944,
SUBJEQT: Orders. . ' :
© 0 ! S/Sgt GLEN H. KEIRSEY, 3808900k; 337th Bomb Sq; 100th Domi Gp, -f--;;.'-lz

, o PAC letter, AG 363.6/384 /-0, Hq NATOUSA, € Feb 1944, and letter, AB _
%ﬁfm A=0, Hq NATOUSA, 1 Mareh 1944, S/S.t GLEN H. KEIRSEY, 3808900k, 337th: %
‘BOMP 0, OOPH EOMR GP, having cscare? from enemy territory, W& without delay,
5y mil, maval or commercial aircrart (par 3, AR 55-120) fr pres sta to He ZI0USA,

© United ESfdem, frte upon arrival therest to AC of $4 G=2, for fusbher instructions

a5 ;-_.;gﬂ?;- company EMby air will be limited to 03 pounds, iftep departure from. .
. the pederaphic Timits oF tha Tals, = TIst- Fer 1Iem st 00 T IItw T Buse He e
‘atzd for to UK, in acc with existin; law and rejulations. Turing such

&phi
travel I
‘perdods &s govt billetdng =nd messing facilities are furnished, per dism alws is
‘susiended, EM will be acquaintel with the agplicable parts of Sec VIIT, LR 3808, .
TEN. 91-66 T 431-02 i OL25-24, - y

By con'-mnd of Major Genmeral CANNON: - ; : ;
~ L i
poe / At t A //"

L. D. CUMMINGS, .

Lt. Col., 4. G. D., )
ksst. Lijutant Cenepal,

DISTRIPUTION: :
G = E-_Te'__‘ . .
4 - 337th Bomb Sq, 100th Bomb G
1 - ETOUS.A, Eighth Adr Force
1 - AG Bat Cas, AG Files
1 = NATQUSA, AAF/TO



CONFIDEN' AL  oomcmmms

SUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY i
OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF S., G-2 71

DATE: 25 June 1944

T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

L, ERNEST J. IRWIN, JR., lst Lt., Ord., O=292374 .

hereby certify that I have known and have been associated with
GLEN H. KEIRSEY, 8/Sgh., A0, 38089004

prior to his being reported missing in action over enemy territory.
The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above.

,4 e QN

I

RIGHT THUMB PRINT:

The individual whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon

| has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as _ GLEN H. KEIRSEY,

8/8gt., AG, 38089004 (350 Bemb Squadron - 100 Bemb Group)

previcusly reported missing in action over enemy territorv.




