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EVASION IN FRANGE

16 February 1945

{Date)
JOSEPH (MIT) SHANDOR 5/3zt 12083478 '
(Nezie) (Rank) (48N)
TARGET FRANKFURT
350 Bamb Sq, 100 Bomb Group ' s A Octeber 1543
\Squadron) {Group) Arrived in UKs

4 February 1943

MEMCERS OF CREV: (This information chooked with FViD)

Official Narrators
Disposition Disposition

PILOT 0-729854 Capt  Harold B wprermon MT4

CO=PTLOT T-60807 F/0. Hubert & TRENT MIa

NAVIGATOR | 0-731274 1st Lt Hareld ¥ CUTTICR B/

DUMNDLAFDIER 0-729559 1st Lt Hilbert ™ PUILLIPFE MIA

RADIO OPERATOR 16044012 T/Spt  Robert { GILES BT 333

TOP TURRET GUNNER 19983107 5/Sgt  Willimm D TDVARDS MIA

DALL TURRET GUNNER 37193193 1/Sgt  Carroll F HAimip” B4R #4334

WAIST GUNNER 33267030 S/Sgt  Thomas FiwovNarI E&R 437

WAIST GUNNER 13083478 S/Sgt. Joseph (II) SHANDOR HARRATOR

TATL GUNNER 19021292 $/Sgt  Charles © Carermy - MIA

Were you wounded?
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Apter creshlanding in the vic:l.nltq,' of CAEN {zor details see E & I Report
lo. 333-4 ) I ;]oiﬂ"sgt Edwerds and Sgt c__r_zzp_e_n to start my evasion. e
t?gﬁ},(.q@j left the other members of the m‘ﬁ‘ and started welking in a southwesterly
direction, e thought once of checking cver our escape equipnent but Eleciried -
to wait until further away Trom the nlans,

Keeping to thick woods and briar uagh potches we skirted & smell village,

AWARE OF ! - -
J5€ oF came cut into open Pields and walked along the hedge-rows just in case the

“Ticonsis -
2 Germans wer: searching the fields with binooulars, ~ After covering sbout
eight kilometers we stopped to rest by & cowpath and examined our 4ids Boxes,
Three evaders walking together were tm- mﬂnyi;:lg'mxﬂ; but after discussing
it, we iecideé‘. to keep on fmx that way for awhile,
With smdx wire fences as our main cbgtacle we travelled sbout four lkilometers

" further before stopoing far feorrgky our second rest, This time we stayed

U;}-:#:FT hidden until evening and stated through the £ields in the dark, Several
times we ran into smell groups of pecple who stopped telking as they passed
ue but it w&sﬂda:rk for them to see ocur uniforu. Jtbout 0200 hours we zot
onto & dirt road ard followed it until 0400 hours,

55?@ : , "i'e wers mear & farm and searched arwand the 1.lexca for a ha..ratack gt
4

f:l.na:m,g i't we crmrrled into tall weeds groving along a fence and dept until
daybreak, Ther: was a large hayst.ck sbout fifty yards away; we EXENImi: got
in it and stayed until 0700 hours.

" & stream cn't‘w edge of the field in which we hiding, ¥,
f:.J_'I.e-i our waterboitles and fried to wash some & fhe dirt off our face and
hands but were not very suocessful, We sivddoomorodm felt in need of &

.
longer rest than we'sy had but our field ﬂ-ﬂnﬁ%}m—tﬁ-ba ver% ::fa bacause
50 many peop]l.a were pAssing on their vay to the xmmcuseuf" l'.h:mmr 'T 1nto
. @ field in back off the farn and took off cur o 5 and socks to dry then
in the sun, g

noay

© sa7 A WORAn eole out of the farmhouse and it took us a few minutes r

to realize that she 'ms watching us and woridng her vay up to get a closer view,



She watched us Bor gbout an hour; wilb the house only to

returnc later with ancther womengol ~ent down to speai to her./ She vas very
frightened at hearing that we were American airmen bui gave we a bag of
walnutsyand indicated that she wented nothing more to do with us,
le moved, not far avay, tu another field mnd suvayed there all dey. In
the afterncon & Frenchmen walled up,imoom stared at us and fen motioned
that we were to stay there wntil evening,avaiting his return. Becauce he
had looked friendly we waited u.nd:"'oraught food 0 us. Te were puzzled as
g‘;::;' $o wherehe had come from until the farmhouse woman cawe o us later with
e pail of milk, e realized then that she had cent the wan, e asied the
: Frenchman for clothes, He thought it over and told us that he would come
back atl930 hours, e waited until 2100 hours and began to get nervous when
he didn': show up. We were feeling rested by that time so we started socuthe-
west through the fields,
At a main roed we saw a ran patrolling what sppeared to be a power
line and were careful to avoid him,  Te kept on through the fields, having
trouble only with fences and high hedges. e kept going all night because
ThRD DAY it was too cold to zmx sleep in the fields bub at 0630 hours we stopped ab
& haystack, .
: A farmer passed tirough Bhe fields and #fused to help us after x@
listening to our explanations, Ve picked somg hard pears, ate.ialted milk
l:::::m?:“ teblets mnd sat in the haystack until evening. At noontime the farmer hed
passed by aga:’-.niani ue. approached him a second time but could not even get
informatic: out of him, Bcfore dark he came by a third #ime and this time
he had food but he Hhaooooooommnan was Irightencd md left us without seying
an;_.'-l;l:ning. e had argued all dey gbout directions bccmew
mwm agrealaﬂ to the direection we should go.
RAVELAT Finally, starting out just la.t dusk,we kept to roads which we thooght were
i going south and some of the time we out through fields if we thought the raad
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vas lead ng us inthe wrong direction, At 1200 hours we went to sleep in some

bushes by the side of & road, in hour later it began to rain, making sleep
lay

- impossible, but for wapmth we xjmget as close together as posaible,

At 0800 hours we got onto-a dirt road., There was no traffic and we were

sure it was leading in the general dircetion of south. It was too cloudy
.

to get a moodooodogx bearing on the sun. e met one wegon while valling

.about five k.ilunﬂberé;}but we had hecrd it far enouzh awey to hide before

it wag in sight.-

We approached & village cautiously with but one -ﬁling in mind - to get
civilian clothing. 4&s e got nearer ths ".rilla;::je.it. be_on to lock deserted;
and finaly we saw =% one house ﬁlaﬂked- cocupied, Bgfore we 'reached

it,however, we saw two men salking across the fields, in our direction.

" fhey seem:d to know who we were before they got to us, They motfoned us to

follow them and ve wers faken to the edge of .la field and hidden.- They
returned shortly with food but would not give us iuch information. They
left us mikx again after afew nimutes snd we.stgyed on In the field waiting
for them to return thoughk we were not sure theywuld,

Two women cams into the field and after watching them for a short tlme
m they were lcoking for us, Te let then lmow where we
were hidden but they only seemcd frightened,. It seemcd.thot they had only
come out. to look at us. Apter this experience we waited admox ot least
ancther hour s for the two men fo return though we had no reason to
believe 'ah_at they TJ"CH:IJ.&.

On the opposite side of the village we EX

ﬁlihxlﬂxhﬂlﬂx f£illed our pockets with potatoes out of & field., Thers -
had been a sign on the roadside which stuted it was 12 kilometers to the next
village =0 we started ‘n that direction hoping to get clothing from some cne.
VWhen we got in sight of fhe villege we stopped to rest and went into a vooded
ravine to cook the gﬂt&tcres: APter enting them we vent back near the road
and stopped the first Frenchmen vhe pessed alone on a bieycle. & told him



him who we were, produced ocur maps and asked him hov we ocould get o sEimm

: ﬂa‘f and alsc asked for clothing, Hy told us 4o wait and he would return with
oo icE” L
s help, From there wy Journey --as arvanged, I was separated from my two

oreV memberséﬁg have not seen thew since. 5 M

APPRDIX B: rarucd o} Sy M““"‘ 40e+ - 2eTad -

8., Ten miles southeast of AW y7here there is alarge radio tover on a hill,
the Germans ere building a lerge comstruction underground. The French didn'+

krow what it was but stressed

(o LIRS 1

thefeot that sometiing like m 300 trucka were

being used fo haul materials, sarticularly cement and sand, (arsy) CGeloher 1993
b. South of EVREUX by-a railroad near the main e dwudior -highvay leading

into PARIS,. evader saw an airfield with approaximately 75 aireraft op the
field, |Pecember 1943 pia L nd s 4@%?
<A, Evader heard that there was m edrfield neor 2'HIS which hed 2 lot alroraft

Tlying from the field with Bpitish merkings on the fuéelage,
. CREUSOT
é’/e-. ivader vas told that the reids on the WEEE factory werc of 1ittle value
and thet most of the bombs had fallen in residential sections. EEEREOT,
L R R e i A R

& . Eveder saw Ju 52's drawing gliders over LIONS. . SEeeebeR=PPFY TN AR 154y

¥ K. Toder heard that 1000 troops had been moved frow “IMAT in Coptdber but
that 500 more were expected to replacé them,

. : B

s Fyader heard thot there was a large petral and srmmnition dwm =k in the
viginity.of CIDEFQNTATNE but #r he was not given wore ‘nformation because
its location had already been radiced to LOITCH acconding To Tremak .

& TEPORT,

RIOMY INFORVATTON: ,
A1l members of crew on grand safe and wninjured, (Airfraft crashlanded)

Hearsay information: .
French stotedthat Lts Helstrom,Curtice and Phillippe end Sgts Zawards
* &and Crizpen were taken prisomer,



