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]11_’1.‘5 hesvy flak being poured up at us we made three runs on

the target. Two fighters wers ssen and oellkd out ’fmt they did Wef
attack our element. As far as we know there mwsms no damage to

the aireraft when we lsft FRANKFURT to return to Base. Xx We aens

m&n—oroa:x FRANCE when the Navigator said that we were off

gourse to the extent that his maps did not cover the srea over

ost oF GAS which we were flying. Our fuel tanks wers reading zero &3 we had

frepare To
CRABHAAND

SouTH OF

CAEN

to let down. Other ships were kaving formation as we dropped dx
through elouds to find th-t we were o-er water, There was land 1w
shead of us, Tthe navigator asked for a'q,m' but every atation
tried was busy. T the pilot sald vhea—that 1t d1dn3% me tter
because km we were going to crashland, We thm ught we were coming
down in England until tracers from mechine gun fire werse seen off
the wing.

After the crew had taken cr&shlndﬁ:nsitionsin the radio room,
the pilot made a beauntiful belly landing. Prsviﬁua to this a1l
extra weight had been thrown out of the .13}111:-‘J but the secret eguipment
had not been destroyed, Within a few seconds Frenchmen =ppeared
from all direotions. The order was given immediately for all
sequipment to be destroyed. During the m xt fifteen minutes each
man was busy with hls own job, T the Bomb.ardi-.ar oonld speak some
French and .11‘. was he who learned that we were a few kilometers
south of CAEN, There were no Germans in the immediate viwl nity
but they would be there before long,the French sald., When we
offered our heavy flylng equipment to the Frehohmen they w uldn't
take it, The Bombardier opened several chutes and drapped them
nver‘ the engine nacelles, but the plane would not eatoh fire. idh!
French were motioning us ell this time to leave guickly and leswe

them to destroy the plans,



'ﬁ:le pilot told us to split up anyway wewanted, We got ;
g:a:m 5:3“ averrth;:;a we needed out fha plane, changed into GI and 1ow'§‘sut
ComP™™  ghoes, drew straws to wax decide hmwxwexwswit with whom we wonuld
traveland, then held a last minute oonference to oreient ourselves
before shoosing the best direction for travel. A '_:.-wn.gh:ﬁty hed
brought overall maps of France to the plane wi th him}anﬂ,lartsr
studying thes®the navigator sald tixwxxidxh that we s ould go
southeast. The pilot end navigator walked s uth scross the field
and then changed their dirsction so that they were walking north.
The copllot and bombardier followed a minute later in a general
southeast direction. {égta Crippen, Shandor and Edwards wers
;ﬁ;ﬁ,ﬁf&ibahin& thnm}bnt at ;ha other end of the fleld,when we stmrted
B TAREES southeast with Sgt Mesinski. M&Mﬂ‘iooﬂed and hilly
m our small groups we quiockly lost sight of sasch other.
We were dressed in light smmmer flying jeckets, flying
coveralls and green fatigues, For warmth we h&& kept on our
bluegheated sults beneath the coveralls, ;aak
In leaving the field we st pped to Eyxmkxkm a Frenchman
for eivilian elothing. He hesitated and appeared to be thinking

-1t over. We noticed that he glanced at his o mpanions hafore
as b Cloths *
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i he told us to get on our way. Had we not spoken to him in front
of other Frenchmen it is possible that he would have helped us.
The Frenchmen with him and all others in the f1eld werestill
yelling at us to run. .

We erossed some fences and ran through several fields
with the other three sergeants not yet out of sight. To give
them a chance so that we would not all be clustered together,
we crawled into some bushes and got out owr maps, While

disoussing the situation the bombardier and copllot stumbled
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upon us, There was another hasty gwmdiy farewell and goodluck
spoken with them before they went on southeast. We stayed in
the bushes a little lomg er making our plans. We decided to stay
together as long as possible, walk southsast’, and look for help
> wal k Wehad hesmd ot nonp Thef
along the way. If negessary we wouldf‘ta Spain because,it had been
done. Leaving the bushes,we filled our waberbottles, checksd our
compasses and started welking.
The character of the countryside msde it easy to I8 ep under

cover. Tor several hours we followed hedges, linss of tress

anl walked through dense undergrowth until arriving on the outskirts
of a small village, Wanting food and clothes we decided to lie low in the
vicini;;:r of this village until we found someone to help us., We had found a

a small cart road leading into this quiet village and were watching 1% when

g woman came out of the village walking toward & smell isolated farmhouse,
We went up to her and sald that we were Americans. She was startled but

not frightened or merientily; and motioned us to follow her home,af'ter she
understood that we were hungry., She had eivilian clothing for only one of

us = Giles, becsuse he was shout the size of her ﬁ son, After she hed
given us food we thanked her, offered her money which she wouldn't take, and
left. She said thers were no Germans in thet immediate vieinity,

From her house we went ints the fielda, ate the food she had given ud,
and walked along looking for a plece to slsep, l-'i;; found some stacks of fodder
to make our Bmes beds in for the night. Giles had not put on his civilian
clothes apd-deeided againet—34 because we felt thet it mede us look more
conspicuous than we were in our flying coveralls. We discussed going on that

mx decided sgainst it bectase of darkness

night, but
and the possiblity of running into night patrods and curfew., During this night
we heard the dound:of exploding emgunition and decided that our plane had

been set efire by the Franch,
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We ware up at daybresk )and Teor breakfast had some bread left over from the
night before, During the ~orning we walked through the fields )avoidi'-:g farners
and keeping well within cover, Ve tried to have n line of trees or hedges on
one side of all the tine, .&.l-. least one of us was never without a compass in
his hand to prevent getting too far off course, There were faw houses in this
section and dwring the moming we approcahed several of them. 0O,r luck had
run out on us; we were met with suspeion and fﬂ&?jﬂ?&ﬂéfter the thrid attempt,
we didided not to akk for any more help that day. Twice we gathered apples
from orchards. There were very £few pacple in the fields and we did not stumble
upon agyone accidentally. Many times we changed our course to avold a small
village or a small group of houses., After thirteen hours of walking,duniug
whisk-tice we mey have covercd about th;-%nﬂ miles, At 1600 hours we o
insked around f‘n'r a place to si!ap because we didn't want to be caught without
mdmtoriimrrarky sone kind of shelter aftgdnrk. In the dusk,as we were
becoming resigned to sleeping in the open fields we came upon a small hut,

far from eny house, and made beds in it with hay which we gathered from a field,

ES pND”)‘ Far the first time we opened our Aids Boxes and had melted milk tablets for
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On this third day we started out at dawn and sew no one until 1030 hours.
We went up to a lone farmer working <n i:is front yard and told him that we were
Americen airmen. He hesitated after we had msked for food but we hastened to
reagsure him that we had not Peen followed. He asked us in the house and
introduced us to his wife who moimx gave us a bowl of hot soup., We got out our
maps and tried to get some idea of how far we had travelled bul the maps were not
detailed enough for thet., He pointed o about the same spo't:'iha Frenchmen at

nAd them
the plans when we had asked/where we wers, Before le&ving}ﬂur waterbottles
o

ERom AR meETe filled with cider,and we were given eggs to teke with-us. Ve offered money

and the farmer tried to give us change,but we refused tc'ta.ke i%.
fle decided we wouldn't go to anymore houses that day beceuse we had enough

food to keep us going until the next morning. While creossi a field we met



two farmers, We lst them pass without speakingto them ,t ough they stered at us
and we were mu'e‘::rore recognised, After they were out of sight we incressed our
pace and .t:h&n ed our direction for & tiwex few hours. While crossing e po‘ba‘l:.o
_— Fm‘ field we ;:Iuﬂmbm a few mmm in our pocket and later fo‘und. a8 small
- Ra;.lﬂif gegs clearing enclosed by a tall hedge in which we felt it safe to build a fire,
ntgrl:_',,, The fire was *.buﬂ.t next to a fence so that we covld dry our socks and shoes by
.hnngiﬁg them on khe wire, While the eggs end potatores roasted we lay in the
sun resting.
We walked all of this night on & cement road. For a time we'were following
a river and stop el long enough to fill our waterbottles. Soon after this we
got Into a large town., There seemed to be no one on the streets so we made
no effort to stay in the outskirts. Avout halfway through the town we passed
a house that was showing a light, We wanied a rlace to shhy and we ?'anteﬂ a bed
- so we went to the door and knocked. A man answered our lmeek and irnri;cred us in,
We explained that we were Americans in need of help, The Frenchman just stared
at us and while we were motioning and talking he started cerying. We got
nervousnex then and tried to bdk out but he took us by the arm and led us into
another room, He pulled us on across the room to look at & woman lying. in a
coffin, We stared for & few minutes and tried to mitter some apologies bub
at no time did the man ever speak to us, W- pgot away from the man as qpickly as
we could and Just as quicki¥y away from the to“n. Before 0300 hours we had met
no oné on the road :'i::g once we cremled behind a culvert while two cyelists
pasedd. FBefore daybreak we went off into & pasture and tried to get some gleep
but the gross was wel and we n;are too misersble,
I"o srTH After daylight we left the road and went back into the fields. Durirg the
IHY morning we passed through the outskirts of a small villege and attracted stares
from a few women, .Tust after leaving the villege we saw two women washing hickets
in their yard. They jabbered to each other after we said we were Amerie&naaand
one of them brought out scme bread and pork, They had no clothing +o ;:ivs us,'so

we went on after thanking them and tyying to rey for the food, In the afterncon



we had stopped in a pasture and were drying our clothes in the sun when a Tammer

M oFFeRs HerPralked up to us. A ter all of our motioning was over we understood that he would
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return with some food. We got dressed an waited oot wntil dark but the man never

came back, Sgt Hearup walked to the edge of the field to look for the man
and saw a house & few hundred yvards dowm the road, He went to investigate and
a wonan answered his Jmock, asidng him in after he had said he was an Ameriean,

m went to the front door and

She cﬂlrled her husband who m
locked it after talking with Sgt Heerup, The Sﬁs given food,but not enocugh
to take away ewen though he told the people he _had two comrades hiding in the
woods. They said they had no clothes to sell and, after telling theSg¥ that
there was a German patrol on the road which passed every three hours, they
suggested tlw:t he be on his wayJ- -

We walked on through the fields looking for a place to sleep; by now it
was too dark to walk unless we got back on the road and the warning sbout the
Germen patrol tock care of thet, We sturbled into a % wood and made beds
in the ¥imdx thiéck ferns. It was too cold for sleep; the trees were dripping
with heevy molsture and a low ground fog hed rollled in over the wood. We seratched
ar-md wdd® gathering dead and dry wood until there was enough for a fire, To

3 ; NP o e

stert it we used three pound-notes which Sgt Hearup had ‘oed « During the night
we took turns sleeping, and mm fire.looooieg The most difficult thing about
the fire was eollecting enough wood in the dark to I:eelp it going. Because of the
fog we were not worried sbout anyone seeing it. ]

4t 1500 hours we left the wood and found an epple orcherd which furnished
our breakfast. Having picked some of the apples we began looking for the housa
andéﬂﬁit about a mile awaw, Theve were three men working on a threshirllg
machine by the gate when we walked up. We made sifns to show that we were
hungry and cold. One of the men told us to follow him mdcc&admacﬂmmmm

y -
treoax We had not thought much about?‘m—uo-ahedd alwproacl'%‘thesa nen g{“’

our desperation made it seem a nscensity, S ————e—iotie=® Sot Giles hed

lost the heel off his right shoe and our chocolete and malted nilk tablete were

hed ! i
almost gone, We,wanted clothing and this looked like & good chance to get it,
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The man teook us into hls home and seemed very anxious to help. ¥We were
nervous for only & few minutes because there were more people around than we
had wented to ses just 't.hen)but. the man's enthusiesm soon put us atk eess,
After we had been fed he led us to a grove of trees and indicated that we were
to wait for }ﬂméu return. Ween—t=dtd He ‘nrougﬁ,&&?ﬁﬁg which we picked
through until a1l of us had on something that £it fairly well, Te insisted that
he teke & hundred frencs for it though he kept refusing,

Ve had been discussing the peossibilities of riding trains ever since being
shot down but none of us coﬁld rExhwwx remember anything S-2 hed said about 1t
except that we might £ind it possible to ridé freighd treins. Ve dldn't see
how ¥kdan¢ we could deo this because it meant going into a town and getting inte
& freight varda. Ve asked the Frenohman if we could de this end he explained
that the railrosds were puarded and varticularly the fz‘?lght vards, ':’E; got out
our maps and with the Frenclmen's help planned a train route that would teke us
south., Wy wanted to go to ALENCON; wall to CHARTRES, pet another train at a
amall statlon neay there to the Line of Demarcation and them walk across the
the Lines The man agreed that this olan wea gll »ight but cavtioned us abowt
erossing the Iine without japerse We tr¥ed to persusde our helper to come into
the nearest village and buy tickets for us bub he was efreid to do that. In the
end he showed us which town to go to and explained that there.were mo Gémans
in this village,

We followed a path “through the flelds as the Frenchman had directed us, and
when in sight of the wvillage crawled into some bushes to make last-minute plans.

v alona vatn tha statim T ¢ e Haboaks.
Sgtﬂua}-ﬁp T R Tt el AR

He

knew heé would have to exposs himself to the stationmester and when he got to

the windew there was no arcund buh the ticket seller. ’%&gb rroduced his money

mﬁnd}h‘g polnting on the maps, asked for thrae tickets 4o VERNAY, He asked the

ticket seller if there wers anv Germans in ¥VERUAY and wes told no, The ticketw
m filled out cne family ticket for three and said that the next trein left

at 1405 hours, It was then eround noom and we were sdvised to 'promenads’ until



1400 hours. Te waited in the bushes until _train time and at 1355 hours went
tio the station, As we ﬁ:ﬁ-; onto the platform a woman wallked passed and handedus
& package jmpomey of sandwiches, &é:. Before other peorle arrived to% the
Fﬂfdtﬂwwj train ancther man stopped in front of us and poirted first to his eye and then to
mﬁf_zé{ his cap. We understond thet we were to watch his cap and get off the train when
TRAM KDE he did. Ho words were spoken 2: either the woran or T"ﬂ“'jf
Weboarded the train, tha.ﬁ.d-class, behind the man with the cap. There were
no seats in our compartment so we huddled together ne:r the door. Ve were dirty
and had not shaved for a weelt bub it was tro late 4 do anything about that. Te
»  had not realized how conspicuous we would he in standing together but there was

Fegh tonsPivos ,
un[’mtﬁ . 1o room in the compartment for us 4o serarate w!thoud attracting more attention,

Eﬁl‘%ﬂ"uf';gﬁ;}:!rhe man we had followsd on the train told the woman heswms. sitting next tg‘:\:r-ho we
*.?ere‘r) end in a few minutes every Frenchmen on the cor was staring at us and
whispering about us to his companion,. The only person who did not seem to know
was a Germen soldier et the other.end of the ear.

ie were not spoken iom;aen the tréain arrived in ,-U{GEI*I'I‘.ELII) our supposed
rilde got off the train., So did all rost everyone sse on the train. Not knowing
Whatffo)a;?iz we just stood where we were, by the door. Durting the next two hours
% waitiﬁa Tew people got on and off so that we we e never completely alone.
Unce a 'G:P:man troop train pulled into the station on the track next to us and
we end the Germens just stared at each other. ZEvcept for thit incident no
attention was paid us. At the efid-of two hours the train beran o f£ill again
and we started to VERNAY, Fsl::; after pulling out of . ARGENTAF Sgt Haarup began
to rot sick. Several times he thought he was going to vomit and we couldn'd

Tu‘.l'* Tind the lavetory. Far fifteen minutes we watched him turn white and green,

;;I:Ee”ts It was getting sbodec too dark to read the names of stations and we didn't Imow

ﬁFU"“s how mueh further we had to ride to VERNAY so finally Sgt Haarup said he couldn't.
hold himself any longer and would have to et off at the next station, In the
next few minutes we mi*;'e:‘. at L'ATGLE and left the train.

We had to walt for the train to pull out before we conld dross the tracks

to get to the exit gate, Ve went out with the crnwd Sgt Haarup held out the one



@ ticket and we mxm pushed through together, There was a German guard on the gate
but he was not checking papers or paying eny attention to the pecple poing through
the gate. He looked like an RTO sergeant to us, Walling through the station
we found curselves in the middle of town and wéted some timet’:é_"rguing about the
best way to get quickly into the country, Finally we just walked until we struck
g tountry road.

Wle tramped about five kilometers before seeing a house thet wes isolated

WAMK [N TE . - =
Caﬂlﬁ?\‘fi enough to approach safely. A woman let us in after weyknocked andfaaid that we
”“' Fe - .
ug'.:_b? we were Amerlcans, She was not seared and seemed gled to give us some cider but
she had no food, When we asked if we conld aleep in a sheawa had seen in the

fr.ont _vardj s}ﬁ _refbu;ed. We left her and slept in the shed anyway. ¥, were not
botheradl'ame e a roint of leaving before daylight.

= ﬁa‘:d‘-ay Mixth) we walked into a small village and found the
reilway staticlm in the center of the town. The at&tior{master was friendly but

told us thet the railwey line through this village had been sbandoned. He geve us
%

W

* 7
a map end marked a route, fellowing gravel ronds, to BHARTRES. He gave us some
sandwiches before we left, During mid-afterncon we stopped at a poor-lorking
famrhouse and went up to the man working in the yard to ask for more food, He
took us inside the house and this time 4% ocourred to us to ask if we could shuee,
He loaned us the equipment for our first shave and gave us werm water to bathe in,
. tiomastiy I\?b-
Sgt Haarup was toesick to eat and we hoped % ould let us -sleep there Fer
i Slugrh i ad
OHBSED ouT  shas—seamew but he uﬂﬁa when we agked, Jusk gefm-a dark we found a shed in

OF §RED To .
MBKE Roorn FpR the flelds and had just  crawled into it when a farmer came up to the shed with

Cow a cow. He was not particularly unfriendly but md that we would not stay there
because that was where the cow had to sleep,

We walked another two ilometers and reached a small village, Sgt Haarup
was very 111 by now and begimiing to have chills. We decided %o look for a
m.mt Getﬁolic church end walked up one side of the street,then dosm the cthsr
side, On our return walk we saw a light shining in a windowm and Imocked on the

JoorAlE
%@Mﬁ)j door, TWe were taken into this house snd from there our journey was srranged. Te =
lea ned later that had we gonme to the house next door or to the church we would



have’ run into pro-G.rman sympathizers, /7/« S i :
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APPENDIX B: ' §

a, In the reilway station at ARGENTAN evaders saw several mmimidm anti-sireraft
guns on flat-cars, There were two men to esch gun, one gun to esch flat-car and
e flat-cars were ell on sidings.

b, Fifteen cars of German iroops, EffimErsomboortixzket-omor: on & train ﬂ
LE MANS ,stopped in the reilway station at ARGENTAN on 7 October 1943,

The troops carried rifles and full {ield-packs and were thought by eveders to
te infentry tooops. =

e, Two German volice control officers on a train between VERNEUIL ned FARIS
wore & half-moon risc around their neek on a chain, They wore steel helmets,
gray-green uniform, black leather bocta end waist-type } ackets with a large
buekle, They carried pistols.

d. 4 large brick building, about 200 ymrds south of the railrcad tracks and

station in ARGENTAN,had a heavy military guard&"? Cetober 1943,
anstiied LT .

e. Ten miles north of VERNEUIL and one-half mile east of a main road, there .

ig & stationary battery of ten anti-aireseft guns, It was just being installed.g.‘_

and also had a bettery of sesrchlighte. (hearsay) C:.d.- ot o

f. There were many German troops stetioned in VERNEUIL. (*:I"""L""l)

g. French source stated that there were forty divisions in FRANCE end the
tank divisions were being moved toward the coast., The men were Lelng quartered
in small villages; 800 to a 1000 in each small tovm, Meny troops were also
being billeted in reconstiructed barng., They were held in readiness for quick
nmovement and none of them had been moved directhdr onto the coast bt were
being held inlend.

h. German troops wers being moved out of PARIS, according to & French source.
This information was based on the faet that there were many troops in
PARIS in November than in Sentember.

i, In Noverber evaders were told thr+ LE BOURGET had been bombed out of action
and had been ximoem inoperatiocnal for three or four months.

i, The Renault fectory is being rebuilt. The walls have been built up and In
late November a new covering was being built but the inside is still a mass
of wreckage, One electric power plant ixxopermiimx in the factory area is
opereting., Observation..end of November.

k. There was much activity arcund a large erowded German barracks located off
the east end of bridge s-larie d'Issy between the Seine end fvenue de Verdun. Dec,

1. At LE MANS on 23 December there were heavy G_rman patrols guarding the

reilwey station beccuse of large troop movemenis travelling west that night,

n. Cvadoas heand thel fuou vaac hrotan Gusseota the ranes moTh &l Dounsmenay, Dec,
oar s m'f‘{u pra E.s-‘.dr v Tle TRt
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