E&E 303 — Thomas E. Combs
(Also see E&E 271)
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When the order to bele-out vas siven I trisd to releade the boubs. The
bowb-bgy dovrs opened but the borbs were hung ups T as efraid of blacking
out because 1 had taker off my oxygen wask and since the copilot had left
his seat I -ent fm into the nose and fund it empty. I .:_;.mpeé‘.f'm:ﬁ 20000

g::ﬁ;} feet as the pilot as hooking on His chute. Iy fingers were numb vhen I
funbled for the ripoord but I got the chute open arcund 17000 feet. As it
opened an cbjuct hurtled by me and lowking down I saw another chube opan
several thousand feet below mine. There were two other chutss in the air,
and, I huard an explesion but could not see what had haniened,

ihen: twin-engine fighters took off fran a fisld south of me and €tarte’
climbing I tried fo slip the aly from my chute so that T would fall Paster,

?:g:é Thers were :ﬂ_ﬁ.ﬂs and woode beneath me avd I tried fo wark the shrond lines

Ty WSt 1 would fall in the xmuix {rees. 1 did come dom o the edge of a

wood,  Frem the air I&\"ﬁm il boy running toward me, end, before I had
unbuckled 1y chute hamess the men ran up to we with civilisy coat and
disappesrod in the wood with

" trousers, Thile I was changing into the clothes the boy/fmmk my flying

6;‘“” equipment and chits, dminodde and & wonan yvho seened to be a part of the

m::'_;"'m 5 family arrived with weat snd bread, LA sion as I vas dresaed the man taok
me by the arm and led me further into the wood Ma-my and ALfrioult
to penetrate. After hiding me in svamp grass bk mobioned thet T was to atay
there intil he retumed. I had learned nothing fram him becsuse everything
lisd telien plage ac uickly., From the motent T hit the ground unt'l T as
hidden and alcne again not uore than ten or fifteen minutes had pessed., I
had noticed that as my helper left the swiup he was careful to straighten
the grass 20 thot there were ne a:?.gna&ﬁ where we had entersd.

CANT Beveral hours later my helper returned, [l tried 4o 4alk but eaaldn'h

UNPERSTAAD

HELTER.  unlerstand edch other. Iovever he was ver. friendly and keptpattine e on
the badk. after a few efforts al comvsrsation he jave ap and guided e through

b .
the swamp to a 5mllfwher‘e he had o beat., e roged dwon the strean o a puﬁ:)



where—we left the boat and followed the path out of the suamp, g climbed

a hill and from the top my helper pointed to a vwood and motionsd me to

wali towerd it., 1 started off and thought he was with ne but when T turned
- around he wom still stending at the top of the hi1l, “He kept motiondng ma’
MONE BY  to go on and it took a Few winutes for me to rasp that be was through wity
HELT n‘&h:'xme

and T was on oy own again.

T walked thrugh the wood for about an hour bePore m::m

. o i

I heard road traffic, $wcmedty Rather than cross a main road at that tine
I changed my divection fm so that I could stay hidden in the wood. I heard
& man yelling and ereeping forward I saw a fammer plowing with oxen, 28 he
oame amund the field again near the wools edge I waved to otbrmot his attention,
“#5 He walked over to me and nofdded his hesd when I suid that I was an American
QIME'E tNairoan, " He was mot in the least dieturbed and wmade signs to iddicate thal
ij‘ I was to hide until hi could refuam Por wie. T watehed him wﬁam ks oxen
baclk to the farii. O his way bacl o me he valled through a twmip pateh,
pulling one now and then as if waeddmgx he were atill wariing.
¥x This farmer was a tecifurn pevson with very 1itile to suy, und i I
tried to ftell him something cbout nyaell he would motion mepo keep quiet.
When he took me to s bam he pointed nxt:;rhlxhx the hayloft and left
me without any knowledje of how meh he gould ormﬂ help me. During the
afteynoon he brought food and affer dsvk fook me inte the house, T Aiscovered
thet he had spent the afterncon fixing up a back room in his house wheag T
_ < could stay mﬂq:muy until he got help for me. For the next eight days I
'F&g‘fﬁﬂ;}” livad in th:!.p room. The door was locked all the tire and was tevep npéned
' except to three knocks. If T heard anyme trying to get in without ok ing
three times I was to leave the room by an exdt whioh the famer had #& pre-
pered for me. "I lived so quietly in this room dirdng the eight days that his swedl
child never knew I &s in the house., In the evenings I was allawed in ."H:te

kitehen and it vwas then that I began lo get soue idea of +dsads his plans veews,
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Thers were soue French, departmental wep a‘ cn the wall of the dtchen., I

studied these carefMlly and trisd to ‘tell oy helper that T wenmbed to go

to SPATN, e would listen bul sibsmcoditer: ﬂl\-‘-‘n\‘yﬁ.& e Just fo leep
Lonie quict and wait., &t the end of four days he brought & Frenclhmn,hm who
W‘blpcﬁ{e Inglish ’tc the house; T leayned then that my joumey was arranged,

tn 13 Septerber I wms moved to & house in another towm, There wore
seversl hitches in the plans made to retuwm me which cauged me t6 hive o

LivEs FoR1ive cooped up in & room from thedd 13 SBeptenber 0 13 Decenber. Severanl
TIREE
monT &
_:4‘;. a’:&'” helpers although I neverlest confiderios in thes I had been told Hckwiuoe
by Intelllgence thal if midcousdsmpannd helpers showed. no signs of g

Going suything within two or three weels that 4t was: ime o move . I

HS times ny pckkmmmeoos lnck of petience aliost vauged me Lo ran out o my

think evaders shoudd be very sure that thedis helpers are hndxdumx not trylng

bef'cre enﬂangurinf: them to the extent of rmmning out én the:u.J; ;

APSINTIN B:

&, 0N 13 Septenber eavier traveli ed in PARTS metro thile 300 Gerian troops
(Green uniformeblaclk boots) were bedng frunsported In speciel cars,

Be  (m 1& December 100 German troops lef+ PARTS trovelling teward SOIDRAUX
in three troop cers, They carried full pick and rifRe and evader thinks
they had yellow piping on their shdulder sivaps,
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