E&E 272 — William H. Booth
(Also see E&E 271 -- Ralph D. Smith)
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LT BMITH'S STORY UNIIL JOIVING LT BOUTH:
We wers going in toward PARIS when we ran into & heavy {lak barrage.

A gus-tank was hit and the supercharge on Fhat engine blown up. e made a
scheduled turn after thit and T saw that our nusber one engine was onm fire.
Pisola of hot metal were pesling off the wing when the bale-out ExEi order
m‘hp,iven by the pilot. I left my sea: and went into the lower hatch and
navigator bombardier
saw the nodamrdier just leavings The mEwigmtor was kneeling the escape door,
The pilot had left his seat and had gone to the bonb-bay but the bunbs
were 5till in their racks and the doors wers not open. I think he went back
inte the cookpit and put the plane mf on JLFQEOB:.;:::? the aireraft had lurched
several times as if getting out of control; it was in smocth flight when T
Junped. I was out ahead of Lt BOOTH whio had not Tiniphed buckling his
chute, The pilot and engineer were coming into the lower hatch as T fell
through the escape door.

T delayed my Junp from around 23000 feet to around 13000 feet, opening

?;:3:‘1 ;‘: the chute at that altitude bena.unufa T sas in & terrific body spin which T

ecould not control. The poait_ioi’w hody Aot when the chute cpened must
have been xempmethiecfzxe the cause of smréulf;rbs Being-broken because my
harnsss had been fitted well.

Theve Was & chute above me which I thought was Lt HARRIS and in the

distance T counted Pive other ohutes, Around 3000 fo 5000 feet two burats

AAAY HAVE BFEN
Fied Wpow FRam of light flak were fired from the ground; they whistled by == and lnrn:r

Geund

Ueipen BY
FarRm&RS

tocllyr s i
exploded at a higher altitude. At 2000@ feet an Ne 110 passed me 0m that * 7

levelwiagamiwe

I had seen; fﬁu the air, fsmgrs runping toward me and,when I landed
in & sugar beet field they surrounded me. I was in an awkward position,summ: in
hitting the ground, and fractursd my snile. The farmers put me on my feet and
pointed to a wood, with gestures indicaténg that I should hide quickly. They.
took my chute and flying equipment and helped me for & few yards but I had to

cover most of the distance alone. While I was runming the three kilometers



to the wood I saw three Germen soldiers srmsximpctioompk walking through the flelds
JEES GERmANS
ARRVING  foward where T hod landed. 1 stopped running while they were in sight, hoping they

an SCEHE oF
TumP  wenld think me a fammer if they looked in my direction. By the tine I reached the

wood T eculd hardly take another step because of the pain in my ankle. A farmer
asme out of the wood as T xppoosmkmsxit got near the edge,and,taking me by the

Io:;f::: arm,led me to Lt BOODH.

Mhe Purmers made no effort to hide us immediately and seemed not in the

least worried though we kept saying that we thought we ought to hide. We were
told that e/ Snglish-speaking person had been sent for and was expeoted at any

mement. He arrived, satisfied himself as to our identity by asking scme yuestions,

Im);;"""' and, then went into & hdddle with the other Frenchmen. They seemed at loss ns to

what could be done with us, and, while they were discussing it, ancther larmer

arrived wﬁhmm that ;él‘fs Germans wers on their way to scarch the woods

We were told to follow an old man who guided us very leisurely along the edge of

» the wood before we cut scrods some fislds to another wooded area. " Thero was &

H':;";, small woak cave in this wood which gave us emcellent cover, andl.,wo were left alone
here after being told that someone would return in the af‘témuom Several people
came during the afterncon. Our Aids Boxes and First Aid lits were brought to us)
n-a.ﬁffﬁ-w more food t.ha.u we could eat. Between visits we lay quietly in the
cave-sleeping and whispsring mﬂ-& saw &R% Germans though we were told
$hert they were searching the woods.

The English-spealking man came to see us after dnrk to tell us that we wexdalc
must spend the night in tha wood but that we would be moved the naxt dag, Thers
were no more visits until the next afternoon when the Znglish-spealiing man brought

WigirED B :
‘.b..d..‘g a Bootor to see us, The &oc.tor apent the rest of the afterncon in cur nide-out
ard after dark several Frenchmen appeared. They arranged a stretoher for Me e
@) and ve veve taken to a road where blcycles were given us. Befors leaving
the esve we changed into ciﬁlian clothes., After oyeling about nine miles we were

-

M' taken to a house where the rest of our Journey was arranged.



LT BOCTE'S STORY UHTIL JOINING LT SIITH:
After we were out of the heavy flal area in fhe vieinity of PARLS, enemy fighters

attacked from the nose. Fran then on I was Busy firing ry guns and did not know how
repare to
severioudly damaged we were until I heard the order to/Eala eut, T was about to

replace my oxygen mask and helmet which I had removed tmwomx so that I could pub on
_ my chest chute, when Tooondit the barbardier oot opened the escape hatch and

Junped. Still fussing with my chute, I turned arcund once more and saw Lt SHITH
- vaited
getting ready to leave the plane. I xmawduin two or three seconds and follfed himoute

Tl T plamned & delayed Jump but after falling about 6000 feet down to 17000 feet

3;&#:_ 1 was in such a viclent apmﬂ. Being afaid of losing conscicusness, I pulled
i

to sos
the iy cords One Bute was below me, aE-." or M_feot. and, the aireraft,

falling
with the left wing on fire,wms/in a slow spin sone digtance away. [ saw it crash

Iﬁ.nd burn. There was an Jie 109 eireling near the chute belew me and when I gob
down b0 5000 feet T heard the report of & large gunjeemem shot went through the
comopy of my chute leaving seven holes about the siwe of apples. BSix Ju 88's took
fﬁ:’: AT opf from o fleld to the mough of me and approached on level but did not disturb me.

Before T got to the ground people were running fioward the thinly wooded area into
hit
which I was falling. It wasa not possible to disthnguish whe they wors,before 1 gek

tu the ground.
My chute caught in the top of & tree but I dopped on down to the ground. As soon
" as T was out of the chube and had taken off my Maw West I van to the adge of the
forest and sew the Frenchmen searohing plong the wood because they had lost the

sk . exact location of my Tl when—T-got—into—vhe-wood.  After looking then over T
Affonss de

& Geanchipg motioned to a young boy who called to a friend of his and they came into the wood
FREACH;
—with the other Frenchman tailing behind after they realized I was the parachutist.

4-man asked g if T were American and shook hands with me when I mid,“yea'.' I had to be

_ intpoduced to all the Frenclmen,and, for a féw minutes there was nothing but confusion

halk | -
while they el tried to tall to me and fmx smong themselves at the same time. I tried

4o leb them know that T wanted to hids, am,when they understood they told me that an

English-spesking man was caming to talk to me. While we were waiting they asked if



I had any Amsrican cigaret¢es. I did have scme chewing gum to give them. ihile they

b [}
';"-ﬂgiwara examining Ii one man pointed out in the fields and we saw Lt SMITH hobbling in

P our directions One of the Frenchmen went after him and brought Bim into the wood.

whike Ay

APPENDIX B

a. While passing amm a lavge airfield in the vieinity of JUVISY evadera saw an ke 110

b. FEvaden were told, arvund 1 Cotober, that a large Wridge crossing the BEINE at
COHBEIL had been mined by the Ce Yy

o. At & famous chateau - the Chateaw gﬁﬁnﬁnu" ~ about 450 motorcycle troups were in
training for the ¥astern Front. 0Droops were marterad in barracks arcund the
chateau. Twvaders heard this 1 Oetober.

4, Tyaders saw several prison camps between BORDFAUX and NAX. The majority of
prisoners xeswmil appeared to be negroes and were usually dressed in long brown coats,

e. On 17 November Hvaders saw many German troops and flat-cera loaded with, ¥rucks in
the railway stations of BORDFAUX and DAX. L

£, Tvadsrs were told that most aircraf't around MILLY and ST GERMAIN were Ju 88's used
in combat training. Frenchman stated that an airfield et FTAMPES used 2 B-17
for same operational purpose, (OctebeRr Fr¥i.



