E&E 260 — Arthur M. Vetter

¥ SECHRET - AMERIOAN
Y0ST' SECRET-  BRITISH
HEADCUARTERS
EUROFEAN THEATER OF OFERATIONS
B/ and X Detachment
M litary Intelligence Service
J* December 1943
Arthur ¥ VETTER, 2d Lt, 0-795862 ¥IA: 15 Beptember 1943
350th Bomb Sguadron, 100th Bomb Group Arrived in Spain:
18 November 1943
AOE 25 years Arrived in Gibraltar:
LENGTH OF SERVICE: 2 years 2 December 1943
HOME ADDRESS: 1006 Moysr Street Arelved in UK:
PITTS, Pennsylvania 11 December 1943
\TNEERS OF CREWA) (This informmtion checked with PWiB)
PILOT ‘0-795862 2d Lt Arthur M VETTHER NARRATOR
00=-PI1.0T 0=T41943 2d Lt Donald Glenn SHITH = MIA
NAVISRTOR D=734944 24 Lt Wendell L McODNNAHAme MIA
BOMBARDIFR 0=76542 24 Lt Janss G EORMUTH 3/ = x..u.uu.awa
RADIO \ORERATOR 33237317 T/Sgt John M , WAGNER E& B f25p
%%m 35333680 ‘T/8gt Orval L PARSONS == MIA '
X GUNNER 31172594 sfsm. ‘Bdward W FONTAINE | Ty £ 275 B A -G OUNTRY
WAIST CUNNER 32560807 S/Sgt Tdward M DALY < [, jj UTA
WALST QUNNER 20073581 S/Sgt Robert C TRIOG &< MIA
TATI, GUNRER 37461810 - S/3gt Warren G LUSH C 0 kel Bautiy
LI We left THOHPE—&BW | 15 Sepbember at 1700 hours to Yomb PARIS,
FSIK FLAK We were over the target when we received six flak hits that sounded just
OHATS 1ike pebbles on a tin roof. Nimbers two and three engines were knocked
7 out.! (The electrical system was alsc hit, and I was therefore unable ‘to’
feather the englnes. I had o open tha mvfl flaps to keep the fire down.
Bvery time I let them dowpthe flames shot up again. The ‘engines ran
wild: ALL the vacuum imstruments were out because the vacuun line was
¢ cuts The enginesr was hit. The interphone, radio and turrets were useless,
of course, after the ‘electrical system was hif. Cut mmntﬁﬂ,hmlﬂtr,
& carried s, f-hmghta:ﬁ tlie benba wers dropped on the lead ship. !
iy - Number fouf"é) ' was hot }d.n% properly. Jne gircraft had a
Force dTo Leave 2HTONE tefdensy o §fo the right. I couldn't keep altitude of 20,000

feet. We left formation’ ahd'startéd down. Fightara came inito attack

FomATI @A) us at 10,000 fést, The tadl gunner and ‘walst gunners kept Lhem off; I

1
Droei

'ﬂ.’i.th then,’

think ths' tail gunner gﬁ‘ﬁmﬂ At 6'.000 feet we ran into cloufls. 'We had
been flyihg inbe thHe' sun, ‘Bessuse the instruments were not working. “When
we got into the clouds 1 must have made a 180° turn, for when we got out
of the cloud T Eka@k%ed Tbuek‘ wﬂ the sunset was behind me. The figh‘ﬁaw
have heen as tﬁ«ekai by the s we were, for we had no mors’ ble

Mancquey




ORDERS We were ng at 4,000 Pest when we ceme out off the'clouds. The

CREW TS C*P;mrobe%c?. went back through the alrcraft to tell thp crew

RALE ~ovT %‘h.a&l olet } lped the wounded engineer into his chute. HElgaveSeT
& stiot, of morphine befors FHnBIHE out the bomb-bay with him.™ Everyone'

cleared the ship safely.

I jumped at 3,000 feet and opened Iy chute immediztely. I saw no
chutes on my way down, but it’was getting pretty davk., As I landed I
saw my plane erash and burn, T landed,without any difficulties in a
_ back' yard, A crowd of Frenchmen were waiting. One took my chite and Mae
ColsTodn West and pan bffiodith it I asked where I should go and was told to head
Re2lED 8%  for a nearby wood. One of the orowd spoke a 1ittle English and this
Frevew helped tié*iake matters clear. I ran a half mile to the woods and sat down.
When 1t got really dark three men came for me. I was taker'te s kitchen
whete I was joined by Sgt WAGNER (% & § #25L) and another member of my
orew., Sgt WAGNER had broken his ankle while parachuting. We were fed and
Biven civilian clothes. “We spent the night in a hay-loft.

“"ﬁft T 4" The next morning we were hidden in & nearby thicket. This was done
THewgr To because the Germans had started the search for us that morning by going
AVsID'Seanen into the barns in the vicinity. The news travellsd to our helpers and we
' wers moved.' A light Cerman plane flsw very low over the area. It was '
also mearching for um., We had taken bread and wine with us when we went
to the thicket and that was all we had to eat all day,as the French were
afraid of betraying our luveation by bringivg us food. Screhow we were

not hm anyway.

Thtt« night the French returned after dark. We walked across the

A:E“.."Gjﬁ ﬂaldb?’il;bja desu‘f.qd ri'lﬁhwu_’. From here on our journey was arranged,
Compiled By: & W oopelibien g Approved by:
- W S HOLT
1t Col, AC
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APPENDIX 1B" TQ E AND E REPURT NO. 260

The following information has been obtalned after an :.nt.erv‘le-.v

with a sergeant who evaded capture by thie eneny alter belhg in éndmy-
occupled territory.
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Further eiroulation of this Information may be made, bub when
ormaflon a8 to source may not be e,

Statement of information covering period from 15 September 1943
to 2 December 1943

Twelve locomotives, saveral flak cars and a freight train loaded
with metorized equipment were observed in the railroad yurds at
CHETL on 10 Oetober.

Trore 18 & Bermar alrfield at OREIL. (Hearsay)

Savers]l hundred men in the uniform of the Luftwaffe and & large
number of CGamman Infantry soldiers were observed wailting for a
train in CREIL on 10 Ugtebar.,

The French in the vicinity of CLEHMONT are well orgsnized to give
assistance at the time of the invasion. More ammunitlon is needed
by this group. They heve some Ansrican made M-3 machine guns, but
are short of ammunition for them: This organization has plans
1z2id to take strong points from the German Army of Gecupaticn.
(Cbservation, September-Ostober)

The French fear s victory over Gemiany by the Russimns alone. They
say the French communists beccsis more powerful with each Russian
success.



