E&E 258 — Howard M. Harris (narrative combined with E&E 259)
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left wing by the gas-tank, The left wing caught fire and part of it wsm

-

mppﬂg loosely. The & alm-héll,’fwmpm to bale out, rang at the
tha sane time iﬁm arnounced over the inter-phone., Heoch man in the waist
checked inq.anrl T injuries, vk,

Wa fall % the formaafion, unler attask from Pighters. The order to
bale out was given then, n.nét--m; T left the plans the navigsbor was taking off
his cxygen musk; the odpilot had entered the nose and wee talcomgUelmcnorsm
transferring 'hia e Trom hia oap to hes pocket. m;n:]n-:zm- the plane
arourid 4000 feet = T Judged the height from experience = nd, after snm;sr-
saulting for seemsd 4 few seconds, I straightened eut on my back by putting
my ars and legs together. Looking over my shoulder turned me into body-spins
80 T julled the ripoond around 2000 feet. T thought T was being fired at from
the ground, snd, thoagh T know nothing about nanipulating a ohute, I tried
spilling the air to hurry my fall, There was littls time to think about
svasion before hitting the ground

1 landed in a fisld near a amall three-quarter sors wood in the viciuity
of mmi. There was a larger forest half a mln-ﬁmu the small wood.
5-2 had nlways said that a small wood was less likely to eskedime as carefilly
& asancitias a larger wood, 8o when I had covered my ohube with loose dirt, I
i-the small woods A Frenhlman, working in the fields, stood about 200
yards away, watohing me. At firet T thought he mig help se, bub, “he made
no move, m??:ﬁe fwo children with him ran townrd me, T waited mo longern,

The snall wood,was only Pifty fest %um& the fanner's sight
in a fow seconds. While running through thé wood I stopped twice to hide my
flying boots and other equipment. Near the opposite pide ef—the-wood T stopped
when T found a shallow depressicn in the dirt, covered over the thick, ground
vines. This was an excellent hifling place because the vine-lsives were the

same color as my summer flying clothes.
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Abent five minutes pessed bafore there was & sound anﬂ.f{"mﬁr‘:{aéd oy
head to see if theywsdess < heesd were Goxman or Frenchj #=ses two Cerman
soldiers walicSle through the wood, beating the underbrush. Trom other sounds
T estimated that there were six to eight soldiers searching for me. This went
on £u several hours hefors they moved across the fields to the larger wood

1 staysd ugedan the e en from 0930 hours witdl 1900 hours. Then T wens
todlie cdge of the wood, cautirusly, in case n septiy had been posted. i famaer~
v GHink it was the sass one who had seen me come down - wos working alone in the
f4slds, When he heard that T was an Anerdoan parachutist he set his watoh av
2.100 hours, book me baa’s to the wood, amd, moticned ma to hide until he
re'bunmd.‘ -

Ag 2115 heurs he breught feed and was ﬂ to leave m= thore, but, I
neld en te lim until hs understesd that I was ovld and wantimg & place te skbep.
Rather worriedly, he motlonad it T could follow him. ‘e went tp & house in
a mmall village, and, while I sat by the fire ssyemnl people argued among
themselves about what they could do with me. When the argument was over,the
favior fixed a package of Pood for me amd tock me to the street where he
motionsd that I must go on alone bscause he could not help. As a parting gifs |
he gave me a coat,end,bscause his dejection was 8o 1mich worse than mine I felt
quite akaamd?ﬂapt the rest of hnb night in a wheatstack on the oubtskirta
of the villuge. -

At énwbmak I maoratichmoe walled anﬁth-wawmu oourse. MELNN, I
knew, was the ﬁ'r_g&ntm near me. Puring the next four howss I passed
throtigh three small towns and in one of them 1 stopped at a publie fountain
for water, There were plenty of people shout,bufy at no tine did 1 notice any
ong peying umu%al attenticn to me, Date in the morning T walked by &
orossroads cafe. Two men were standing in front of the cafe talliing when
T pedsedy and, I saw them turn to lodk &b me, I had gone aboul two hundred

feet further when one of the men rode up tome on a bicycle.xxd He stopped o

‘ask me for & watoh although I d4dntt linow thenm what he was saying. I shook
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my hesd and trizd to walk oni but, when mwﬂ I were nobt an imerican

parachubist ( I stoppsd. He btold me to follow him quickly and I was
taken to a house Whare 1 Joined Sgt DAROY (B & & REFORT Now/é 7). Iater we wers
Joined by Sgt ZEOLI and the rest of olr Journsy was arraryged.

SCP ZEOLI'S STONY UNTIL JOINING LT BARRTS:
After we were out of formation fighters attacked, in line, at 5 o'clock. There

was & malfunction in my guns which wes ccouplihg all my time,and,I didn'% know
how badly off we were until Sgt DARCY nudged me,smd pointsd to the burning
mumiber two engine. A Flak burst knocked my gun®out of my hands and when I gob
hack to them there were several annoying 20 m s uxploniuwwfl;hu ball=
turret gunner was coming oul of his turred. I called into my dead {i‘i&\i?t know
it then)'mike’ for help ani asked why the ball-turret wasn't firing, When the
ball~turret gumer starfed putbing en bis chute T lodked around and saw Sgt
DARCY funbling with the waist door. In a few minutes Sgh CUSDARD and Sgb RAY
were lined up behind him and 1t wasn't long after that before T was trying to

get out by the waist window. I hepsencd—to—ees that the tail of our plane

wae shot off so I sorambled baok there and wamm fell out Just as the plane
wort into a dive. - -

T Isll several thousund feet, saw two chutes mbove me, and, Just to be
on the sife side, pulled my sortex rip-cord. hAg svon as the f:;huto opaned T
guessed I pas arcund 6000 feet. An PW 190 was eircling around near me and I
thought T saw a burst from his guns; then I thought T hoawd rifle fire from the
grounds .

1 landed in & semi-consolous state with about sight Prenchinen stanilng
over me yealling, "Deutsch," and pointing aoross the fields. I didn't pey mmch
attention to them; besides, I knew we hadn't come down in Holland., A woman
stuck several lumps of sugar in my mouth. I was trying to oo get out of my
harness and mke. aﬂf my. flylng pants when an aireralt buszed me, The Prenchusn
so&ttemd:rlldomleﬁ into scue weeds, . There wasn't much cover in the weeds so

T lef% my ohute and flying pants and ren towarrd the village. I was in a Tield



two hunired yards southwest of ‘5@ villags. Along the norti 6dge of the village
thers was wood, Eebosoesccorbcocdesonomd A road which came out of the villags cub
me off from the wood hut"';ﬁe'ra were large haystacks on the other side of the road

‘betwean the road end the wood. . That wes the only jlace T qould see to hide. Our

plane had crashed about thirby yards fram the roadin the same field .‘I:h:w- in but

At vms not)betwesn me and fhe romd, A large number of people were gathering

arcund the plane and T had to zun in full sight of them. Before I got fo the read

w,mﬂ‘ ganeons yelled at me,and, looking a:'uud I paw a crew-menber running in Lhe same
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direction as I. He called me to wait and whan I almdmt he stopped to look
at the plane. I yelled that I wasn't waiting for anybody and ran on to the haystacks.
Behind ona of the hgystaoks T took off my flying soveralls, boots and heated
sudt, and, shoved his stuff uwnier the hay. The Aids Box and Purse went into my
flying sult. When I was reafly to leaye T peered around the haystack bub oould
not get a good view of the airoraf, Thers was a line of cars on the road near ths
plane s¢ I knew 'Gerry' had arrdved.” I wasn't more than 75 yards from the read,
and, as T left the haystack T heard a shout go up; theye was same firing, too, hut
I don't know that it was mex at me, Befors I got into the wood I looked hm"ﬁ“‘;m
aaw several people, who looked like soldiers, running in my divectlon. T tried to
give the impression that I was going into the wood sﬂ.-th"ﬁ intantion of Gireldng
the village, but, as soop as I gaiped the cover of the wood T changed my direction
antirely. After I had orashed through the wood for saveral miles I came onbo a
read and orossed it when I wpa sure no one was ip alght. This t?nk me through
another wood = & small one = &nd I came out in open fields. I ran lmmediately to
a former who wos working alone in the Pleld, and, when hs saw me coming he motioned
befors T got there for me to run on into some bushes and hide.

He came wﬁ;a.@m me his Jacket,and, seemed very glad to see me, Dot
Bauticusly he led me baok bo the woods edge and hid me. I waited while he wert for
clothing;smt he refurned soon with clothes and two men. After T had m I was
still in stockinged feet because they were having trouble getiing shoes. Ve walked




vm,iteﬂ é"b‘_& A thiukat‘they went ones more to find shoes, Thay W= back scon,
trivmphant, and, T was talken to & barn inside the village. We got out my maps and
one of the Frenchman produced a French-Inglish diotionary. I tried discussing with
them the possitflities of getting back to England seross the Chamnel or of geing into
MF'R Switzerland, The voad to BPATH looked Jeses a long mwimmnyﬂ I wanbed to
avold 2=, jthen I saw we weren't getting anywhere T asked them to £ind the
Underground for me. They were puzzled and never did underabani what I meant -
- think, out of perversity.

T spent the night in the barn and the next momning cme of the Frenchmen told me
they would see what theay aould dﬂ%m. A note was brought 3 asking me who T was,
did T need wnybhing and weuld T like to Join two of my canpanions. The answer was
yes and the next night I was faken to Lt HARRIS XX and Sgf DANCY. "row there my

.m”p;ll Jonrmey was arranged. ' WA{M_
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